
Family Dinner Discussion
So Loved - Week 4: “Turning Tables”

I NTRO
(Question:) Today we are going to discuss the episode in which Jesus cleanses the Temple, flipping over 
tables and driving out the people and the animals with a cord of whips. It is one of the few times we see a 
clear display of  Jesus getting angry. What are your thoughts on righteous anger? What is it? 

(Transition:) We are looking at the Gospel of John in our series entitled, “So Loved.” We are seeking to 
understand the love of God that was displayed in Christ Jesus. As we read our text be thinking about these 
questions: “How does anger relate to love? What makes God angry?”

REA D  the text from John aloud.

D I S CUS S
• Have you ever had a time where you felt like God was flipping tables in your life -- taking away something 

you dearly loved or disciplining you for something you can’t understand?

• Let’s open with some fundamental observations. Why has Jesus come to the Temple? What is the 
Passover? 

• Now the trickier part. Why is Jesus upset? What is going on that bothers Him?

• Look at v. 17. What is meant by applying the Psalm 69 quotation to Jesus, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me”? What does it mean to have zeal for God’s house? How will it consume Jesus? 

•

• These services were provided as a convenience to the people -- so that the travelers would not have to 
transport their animals a far distance and so that they were able to exchange their currency to the 
appropriate coinage. These services had been provided for some time, but always outside the temple. The 
problem has to do with the fact that they have come into one of the courts of the Temple. Why might 
that be a problem? How might it be a distraction from the task at hand? 

• Another way to think about the problem here is to think about consumerism in our worship. How does 
consumerism creep into Church life? 

• Why does Jesus care so much about the circumstances and postures of  our worship?
 

• Look at vv. 18ff. What do the Jews ask of Him? How does Jesus respond? Why does He say these things 
about the Temple? How does the fact that Jesus is the true Temple give Him the authority to come and 
perform this Temple-cleansing act? 

• What do you think was going through Jesus’ mind when He saw the animals in the Temple? How does 
this relate to the thoughts He likely had when He was requested to provide more wine in the previous 
scene? 

CON CLUDE  &  PRAY
Jesus is angered that the market has come into the Temple. Services that should be done outside are being 
conducted in the place of prayer which should focus the people on undivided worship of God. The 
business was distracting worship. Jesus knows that they cannot understand the nature of the sacrifice that is 
needed. And therefore they won’t be able to understand why He has come. This always happens when 
consumerism comes into Church life. Let us pray for proper perspective on the work of Christ so that we 
might worship God rightly. 



John 2:13-22
English Standard Version (ESV)

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 
things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 
then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed 
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.


