
Family Dinner Discussion
Abounding in Hope - Week 26: “Civil Servants”

I NTRO
(Question:) What do you think about the phrase, “We all deserve to belong”? Is this true? Is belonging 
a human right? If  so, in what way, and into what groups? 

(Transition:) We are coming close to the end of our series, “Abounding in Hope”. This final section of 
Romans is all about loving your neighbor, particular your brothers and sisters in Christ. As we read our 
text be thinking about this question: What do we owe our fellow believers with whom we disagree?

REA D  the text from Romans aloud.

D I S CUS S
• Let’s get some fundamental distinctions out of the way. Who are the “weak” Paul refers to? Why do 

they abstain from certain foods?  

• Who are the strong? What characterizes them? 

• To what are the weak called in their relations with the strong? Why are the weak prone to judge 
others? 

• To what are the strong (not so labeled here, but the antonym is assumed, and the label is explicitly 
used in the next chapter) called in their relations with the weak? Why are the strong prone to despise/
look down upon the weak? What are some parallels in church today?

 

• Does this instruction to the strong imply that they can never challenge the weak? What motivates the 
strong’s refusal of  their rights? What are some ways this could play out in church today? 

• Why is it so important for the strong to not tempt the weak? What does Paul indicate occurs when the 
weak are swayed to go against conscience? 

• Look at v. 14. What are the implications of  Paul’s statements here? For the weak and the strong? 

• In what ways is mere tolerance different than true love? Is Paul just calling us to ignore our differences 
and coexist? Or is he calling us to something more?

• Paul appeals to the death of Christ. How does that inform our actions toward those in the church 
who differ from us?

  

CON CLUDE  &  PRAY
Everyone longs to belong. In the church we are united to people who are very different from us. This is 
beautiful because reconciliation is a goal of the gospel, and unity amidst diversity displays the power of 
the gospel. But it is inevitably difficult. Because we come to contrary moral conclusions in light of the 
Scriptural data, we are prone to judge and look down on each other. The gospel calls us to accept one 
another in love. At times we will need to give up our legitimate rights so as to not harm our brothers 
and sisters. Jesus leads the way in this. At other times we will need to consider the wisdom of those with 
whom we disagree to lean more into the freedom that is ours in Christ. At other times we will need to 
gently challenge each other to apply the truth of Scripture to our lives. All must be done in love for 
each other’s good and growth. Let us pray this is increasingly true in our church. 



Romans 14
English Standard Version (ESV)

14:1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2 
One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 
Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 
he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 
For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
that he might be Lord both of  the dead and of  the living. 
    
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of  God; 11 for it is written,
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of  us will give an account of  himself  to God.

13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never 
to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 14 I know and am 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone 
who thinks it unclean. 15 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer 
walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. 16 So do 
not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a 
matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 So then let 
us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 

20 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but 
it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. 21 It is good not to eat 
meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble. 22 The faith that 
you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass 
judgment on himself for what he approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if 
he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is 
sin.


