
Family Dinner Discussion
Abounding in Hope - Week 26: “Civil Servants”

I NTRO
(Question:) What do you think we owe the governing authorities over us? 

(Transition:) The text we will discuss tonight will hit us particularly hard -- both because we are are 
modern Americans who take great pride in revolution and resistance against the authorities, but 
especially because we live in an increasingly polarizing political climate. But this text is amidst a letter 
that seeks to help the faithful live by the gospel in all the circumstances of life. Paul wants to bring about 
the obedience of faith in all the nations. Therefore his instruction here is relevant to us today. As we 
read our text be thinking about these questions: How do we offer our bodies as living sacrifices in our 
contemporary political order? How can we be holy in an unholy empire?

REA D  the text from Romans aloud.

D I S CUS S
• Why do you think Paul needed to elaborate on civil submission to governing authorities in his letter to 

the church in Rome? Do you think that the early church was tempted to rebel or evade civil duties? 

• What are some ways that people try to evade the basic teaching of this text? Do you think that Paul 
has a naive view of  governing authorities? 

• What does Paul mean by saying that our governing authorities have been instituted by God? What 
does this mean for our view of  mayor Steve Adler, Governor Greg Abbott, and president Trump?

• Why did God institute government? What are the purposes/job description that Paul lists in these 
verses? How does the government execute these?

• What role does Paul say conscience plays in our subjection to governing authorities? What do you 
think this means?

 

• How should we think about taxes? What is your attitude to taxes? 

• What do you think about Augustine’s idea that Christians should be the best citizens in a given 
society? Do you think Paul would agree? How does this fit with his argument that our citizenship is in 
heaven (cf. Philippians 3)? How does this relate to offering our bodies as living sacrifices? 

• Do you think there is any significance in the fact that Paul says we should be subject to the authorities 
rather than obey them? 

• How does Paul demote the status of rulers in this text? What terminology does he use that functions 
to limit our loyalty to them? How do you think we tend to idolize politics? 

• What do we owe governing authorities when they command us to disobey God? How should we 
conduct our disobedience when so required? 

  

CON CLUDE  &  PRAY
We are to respect and be subject to the authorities because God cares about order. And through our 
civil responsibilities we serve our neighbors. At times we will be called to disobey because of a higher 
law, but even then we must do it respectfully and submitted to the consequences. We must be confident 
that God is in control and that we can do good even if  we lose in the political arena. Let us trust Him. 



Romans 13:1-7
English Standard Version (ESV)

13:1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever 
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no 
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, 
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect 
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.


