
Family Dinner Discussion
Abounding in Hope - Week 23: “For the City”

I NTRO
(Question:) What do you think are the biggest obstacles to evangelism today? 

(Transition:) We are in the middle and most controversial part of Paul’s letter to the Romans. This 
series has been titled, “Abounding in Hope,” and we have been tracing Paul’s argument which focuses 
on the revelation of God’s righteousness and the gospel which is the hope of all mankind. In this 
passage we will look at today, we focus on our call to bring the hope of the gospel to others. As we read 
our text be thinking about this question: Is the good news good enough to speak about it? 

REA D  the text from Romans aloud.

D I S CUS S
• What is Paul’s criticism of  his Jewish kinsmen? Why were so many not saved? 

• What does it mean to seek to establish one’s own righteousness? Why is that a problem? How does 
that relate to stumbling over the stumbling stone of  the gospel (cf. 9:32-33)? 

• Why should we share the gospel if God is ultimately sovereign? How might God’s sovereignty in 
election actually inspire our evangelistic zeal? How might it free us from fears of  failing in evangelism?

• Look at 10:13-17. What does Paul say is necessary to be saved? What is necessary to believe? 

• What do you feel when you hear that we are called to share the good news with others? What 
emotions does that evoke? 

 

• Evangelism does not encompass everything in the mission of God, but it is essential. Why do we 
prefer to evade the call to participate in this important work? 

• One of the reasons that we avoid evangelism is that we are simply embarrassed by it. Either because 
of previous offenses we have witnessed or because of the fact that the proclamation of exclusive truth 
claims is unfashionable in our culture. We risk embarrassment. Is this a good reason for our 
reluctance? Why or why not?

• Look just at 10:1. How does the example of Paul’s heart and perspective challenge our reluctances to 
share the good news? 

  

CON CLUDE  &  PRAY
Evangelism is uncomfortable today. We live in an age that privileges tolerance and questions all 
confident truth claims, especially those that are exclusivist. To say that faith in Jesus is necessary for 
eternal salvation offends these cultural sensibilities. On top of this are our own concerns. We are 
concerned about how we will come across and the consequences of speaking things that can appear 
foolish or insensitive. We are worried that we lack the knowledge or the skills to present the gospel 
faithfully and winsomely. We worry that we might mess it up or that our lives might get messy if we 
bother to step out in these ways. The problem here is simply our focus on ourselves. We need to 
remember our neighbor’s plight and God’s power. Our neighbor’s need to know that Jesus saves, and 
that He is their only hope. This should burden us to break free from our self-concerns. And God is in 
control and works through our feeble efforts to bring people to faith. This should give us hope. Let us 
step out in love to speak the name of  Jesus so that our neighbors can call upon Him for salvation. 



Romans 9:30-10:17
English Standard Version (ESV)

30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, 
that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to 
righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by 
faith, but as if  it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is 
written,

 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of  stumbling, and a rock of  offense;
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I 
bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being 
ignorant of  the righteousness of  God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of  the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does 
the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say 
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of  faith that we 
proclaim); 9 because, if  you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone 
who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of  all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For 
“everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of  whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet 
of  those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 
“Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of  Christ.


