
Family Dinner Discussion
Abounding in Hope - Week 22: “The Scandal of Choice”

I NTRO
(Question:) What comes to mind when you hear the words “predestination” or “eternal election”? 
Have you thought much about these before? What concerns do they raise for you?

(Transition:) We are in the middle and most controversial part of Paul’s letter to the Romans. This 
series has been titled, “Abounding in Hope,” and we have been tracing Paul’s argument which focuses 
on the revelation of God’s righteousness and the gospel which is the hope of all mankind. In this 
passage we will look at today, the hope is hard to see. As we read our text be thinking about this 
question: Do I think it is fair that God chooses his people? 

REA D  the text from Romans aloud.

D I S CUS S
• Before we jump into the details of the text itself, lets consider the placement of this section in the 

whole of Paul’s letter. Why do you think Paul focuses his attention on Israel and the Jewish response to 
the gospel here?

• What is Paul’s heart toward his Jewish kinsmen? How is this attitude different from our common 
reactions to the doctrine of  election? 

• Why should God’s relationship to Israel concern us as new covenant believers? What would it mean 
for us if  God has abandoned his old covenant people? What potential fears would that raise?

• What does Paul mean by the phrase, “not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel”? Is this 
a new teaching? Does this contradict the Old Testament?

• Look at vv. 7-12. What do we learn here, in this stories about Isaac/Ishmael and Jacob/Esau, about 
how God chooses his people? What factors are disregarded? 

 

• Look at vv. 13-18. Why is it not unjust for God to choose those whom he will show mercy to? 

• Look at vv. 17-18. What does it mean that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart? Does this mean that God 
causes people to sin? How does this relate to human free will? (Consider the lessons of Romans 1 
about God delivering us over to our wicked desires.)

• When we wish for greater fairness in God’s dealings with us, what are we assuming about ourselves? 
Why might this be foolish? What should be asking for instead? 

• What lessons should we take from Paul’s comments about the potter and the vessels? 

• How does the doctrine of election humble us? How does it also provide hope? (Think about the fact 
that both vessels in vv. 20-24 are made from the same clay--both are fallen and guilty, and in need of 
mercy.) How can we talk about election in a compassionate and winsome way to others? 

  

CON CLUDE  &  PRAY
It is strangely hypocritical that in a culture that privileges choice, we refuse to afford God the right to 
choose his people. We think it is unfair, but we forget that fairness would only lead to our judgement. 
The fact that God chooses some is profoundly merciful. It reveals his grace that it is not dependent on 
anything in us. So we are humbled, but hopeful. We did not earn and so cannot lose his love. 



Romans 9:1-27
English Standard Version (ESV)

9:1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the 
Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, 
and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 
Amen. 

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 
belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but 
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the 
flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 
For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a 
son.” 10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our 
forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—
in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of 
him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated.” 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says to 
Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might 
show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he 
has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 20 But 
who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have 
you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump 
one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to 
show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, 
which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the 
Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea,
 “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’
 and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 
 26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’
 there they will be called ‘sons of  the living God.’” 

27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the 
sand of  the sea, only a remnant of  them will be saved....”


